Caste & Politics: 												Prepared by 
Dr. Phanindra Kalita, 
Assistant Prof. & HOD Department of Political Science
‘The caste system provides a hierarchy of social roles that hold inherent characteristics and more importantly remain stable throughout life’ (Dirks, 1989)
It is social hierarchy passed down through families and it can dictate the professions, a person can work in as well as aspects of their social lives, including whom they can marry.
· Hereditary: the caste into which one is born
· Endogamous
· Hierarchal
· Fixed Occupations:
· Restricted Food Habits 
· Untouchability
· Absence of Vertical Mobility
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Reinforcement by religious beliefs
Caste in Indian Politics & Politicization of Caste:
· Caste factor in political socialization & leadership recruitment:
· Picking up different political orientations, attitude & beliefs lead to the participation
· Indian citizen inherits a caste & grows up as a member of it
· Different caste groups have their loyalties behind different political parties and ideologies
· Leadership recruitment: Haryana- the leadership comes either from Jats or from Bishnois or Brahmins. Andhra Pradesh- the Reddys, Kammas & Valamas
· Caste & party politics:
· Caste angle
· DMK, AIADMK in Tamilnadu
· BSP for SCs in UP
· Caste & Elections:
· Weightage to the caste factor in the selection of candidates
· Votes are demanded in the name of caste in politics
· Distribution of ministries 
· Caste as a Divisive & Cohesive(Unity) factor of Indian Politics:
· Provides a basis for the emergence of several interest groups based on caste
· It leads to unhealthy struggle for power & acts as a divisive force
· Caste as a unifying or cohesive force
· Rajni Kothari proved that the politicization of caste is a two-way process. Caste needs politics as much as politics need caste. 
· Positivity: Helps the disadvantaged caste groups to demand their share of power. Dalits & OBCs have been able to gain better access to decision making.
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