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· Public Policies are as old as government.
· To cope with the varied problems and demands of the people, the govt. has to make many policies; these policies are called public policies.
· Public policies are governmental decisions.
· Public policies are the result of the activities which the govt. undertakes in pursuance of certain goals and objectives.
· It involves a well-planned pattern or course of activity.
· It depicts the concern of the govt. and involves its actions.
· It requires a close relation and interaction between the important govt. agencies viz. the political executive, legislature, bureaucracy and judiciary.
· Thomas R. Dye, ‘Public policy is whatever government chooses to do or not to do’.
· James Anderson, ‘A purposive course of action followed by an actor or a set of actors in dealing with a problem or matter of concern’.
· It has the sanction of law and authority behind it.
Model: Gabriel Almond (Pol. System- input/output) & David Easton (Feedback or Black Box Model)
Features/ Characteristics:
· Public policy making is a complex process: involves many components, interconnected and hidden channels.
· Dynamic process: Requires a continuing input of resources & motivation, changes with time
· Comprises various components: Substructures, circumstances, social values & different issues.
· Substructures make different contributions:
· Decision making:
· Lays down major guidelines: Lays down general directives rather than detailed instructions.
· Action Oriented: 
· Directed at the future: Permits policy makers to adjust their policy acc. to emerging facts & enables them to guard against unforeseen circumstances.
· Formulated by governmental organs:
· Keeps in view the public interest: Public interest influences the public policy making process hence it it tries to achieve the public interest. 
· Use of best possible means: May opt for alternative public policies in terms of achieving maximum benefits and to reduce costs.
· Involvement of various organs: Voters, Intellectuals, Industrial workers, Legislators, Pol. Executives, Judiciary, Pol. Parties etc. may influence the public policy process. 
