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· Pre-Independence Era:
· Historical development with the formation of the INC in 1885
· Single member constituency or first past the post system was adopted after independence
· Evolved as a competitive party system
· 1952 to 1967: One-Party Dominance:
· Dominance of the INC
· Existence of smaller opposition parties both at the Centre and the states
· Social background of the congress leadership
· Role of the Congress leadership in the independence
· Role of Nehru & his idea of modern India (Nation Building, Economic Dev.,)
· Adhere to the ideas of Socialism, Secularism, Democracy & Federalism
· INC was ruling without coercion
· 1967 to 1977: Period of Dominant Party and Opposition at the State Level:
· Party members competition within INC
· Aspirations/ commitments were not fulfilled
· Anti-Congress alliance started to develop at the state level (SVD was formed)
· Imposition of Emergency in 1975 led to the erosion of the popular support
· 1977 to 1989: Conflict between the Congress and Regional Parties:
· Defeat of the Congress & experiment of the first coalition under Moraraji Desai(1977-79), Charan Singh(1979-80)
· Restoration of its rule in 1980
· Showed the possibility of the emergence of a two-party system(But disintegrated Janata Party)
· Return of the Congress (this return was different from early period; reflected intolerance, no respect to the opposition, etc)
· Assassination of Indira Gandhi in 1984
· In 1984, emotional support to the Rajiv Gandhi but fragmented party system emerged
· 1984 elections showed congress dominance at the Centre but in most of the states
· 1989 to 2004: Multi-Party System and Beginning of Coalition Politics:
· Moving towards multi-party system
· Coalition govt. at the Centre but unstable & weak administration 
· National Front Govt.: V.P.Singh 1989-90), Chandra Shekhar (1990-91),
· [bookmark: _GoBack]United Front Govt.: H.D. Deve Gowda(1996-97), Inder K. Gujral (1997-98)
· Polarized multi-party system had emerged with more fragmentation
· People were more aware of their caste & class positions
· NDA led by BJP
· 2004: Revival of Congress and Coalition Government:
· UPA led by Congress to evolve an alternative political coalition
· Importance of regional Political Parties
· Loss of strong base due to increased representation of regional parties
· 2014: Towards Stable Equilibrium:
· Resurgence of single-party majority after 1984
· Due to its regional stronghold
· 2019 election, BJP’s second consecutive majority
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